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(UTULEI) – Lieutenant Governor Ipulasi Aitofele Sunia issued the following statement on 
Monday, January 20, 2008, Martin Luther King Day, regarding the steady recovery of Governor 
Togiola Tulafono at Tripler Army Medical Center in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
  
STATEMENT  
“Today, as we join the nation and the Territory to honor the life and work of civil rights leader 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., I am pleased to inform the people of American Samoa that 
Governor Togiola Tulafono’s health continues to improve. The Governor has sat up and taken a 
few steps in his hospital room and he remains under the close care of the doctors at Tripler.  
I have been in contact with Governor Togiola and First Lady Mary Ann, and they extend their 
appreciation and gratitude to the people and leaders of American Samoa for their prayers and 
kind support shown since he was first admitted to the hospital. 
They also wish to thank the many communities in Hawai’i, leaders across the U.S. and abroad, 
and our men and women serving in the armed forces for their thoughts and words of 
encouragement. 
The Governor’s full recovery remains a top priority for the Office of the Governor as well as the 
leaders of the Territory.  
I ask all of American Samoa to continue to pray for Governor Togiola’s health as he continues to 
improve in Hawai’i.” 
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Lt. Governor Ipulasi says 2007 was a  
challenging year for the territory 

 
 

     Lt. Governor Ipulasi Aitofele Sunia describes 2007 as “a challenging year for American Samoa” and therefore asks the people 
of the territory to join him in this year’s “Call to Action” so that together, focus can be placed on the immediate challenges to 
seek out solutions as we move forward in 2008. 
     Ipulasi’s “Call to Action” was announced when he delivered the State of the Territory address during the opening of the Third 
Regular Session of the 30th Legislature in place of Governor Togiola Tulafono who has been medically evacuated to Honolulu for 
further medical assistance following an appendectomy at the LBJ Medical Center. 
     Ipulasi was proud to announce that ASG closed out fiscal year 2007 in the black, and he credits ASG departments and 
branches whom he says worked hard to stay within confined budgets this past year.  
     “I commend all of you for working with Treasury and Budget and other agencies to achieve this very challenging task,” he 
said. “Although fiscal stability is good news, we still face many challenges in the future, but especially now.” 
     According to Ipulasi, 2007 was a time of financial hardship as the cost of living increased by 7% in the fourth quarter, due 
mainly to skyrocketing fuel costs. Housing costs increased by 6% due to higher utility costs and cost of food increased by 10% in 
the fourth quarter. In addition, the minimum wage increased, resulting in higher prices.  
     “Together, these indicators confirm our participation in the world economy and our vulnerability to the changes in a fast-
paced global economy,” Ipulasi said. Nonetheless, he added, the “Call to Action” views this vulnerability as an opportunity and a 
challenge.  
     Ipulasi went on to briefly touch on ongoing road projects like the $1.6 million Avau-Airport Junction resurfacing project, and 
other work like the Vatia Shoreline Protection, the Fagasa Landslide Restoration, drainage projects, and road work in Aoa, Iliili, 
Masefau, Taputimu, Aua, Afono, and Fagaitua that cost a total of $14.5 million. 
     Other listed projects include the $8.3 million Phase II road work from Pago Pago to Fagatogo which he says will enhance the 
downtown area and will be supported by a new marketplace, redesigned marina, and a new soccer stadium in Pago Pago. 
     As for agriculture, Ipulasi reported that the total value of agricultural production was $58.2 million last year, with $36 million 
going to family consumption and the remaining $22 million in commercial sales.    
     Ipulasi said the figures show that local farmers are answering the call to provide nutritious produce for local consumption and 
he looks forward to plans that will help local farmers meet the increased demand later this year when the territory hosts the10th 
Festival of the Pacific Arts. 
     Ipulasi said that a Territorial General Plan has been adopted, and it aims to provide a consolidated economic and social 
development plan for American Samoa. “The plan will provide guidance for the development of all sectors of government and 
the economy as we forge ahead in this New Year,” he said. 
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Pago Pago Rotary Club provides Nazareth 
House with solar hot water system  

In 2007, The Rotary Club of Pago Pago budgeted $9,000 for the purchase and 
installation of three solar heaters for Nazareth House's.  Last Wednesday, the solar 
units were commissioned and are now ready for use.   The units will provide hot 
water for the House's daily and necessary laundry operations while providing much 
needed relief from the ever increasing cost of producing hot water.   
    The Nazareth House has for several years been one of Rotary's ongoing community 
projects.   The mission of the Sister's of the Nazareth House is an important and 
indispensable activity within the territory as it is the only full time care center for 
disabled children and aging adults   
     As with so many activities such as Nazareth House their needs are many and 
resources few.    Consequently, over the past decade Rotary has taken particular 
interest in those needs and has assisted the House with repairs and painting of 
facilities, provided wheel chairs and hospital beds as well as commercial oven for their 
kitchen.  
     The solar water heating system was sized and installed by local solar contractor, Jeff 
Shively of Island Energy and Marine. 

Brand New Solar Water 
Heaters installed 

at the Nazareth House  
thanks to the Rotary Club of 

Pago Pago. 



HISTORICAL NOTES 
By:  Stan Sorensen, Historian, Office of the Governor 
 
On January 19, 1842, Father Peter Chanel’s body was 
disinterred from its grave on Futuna in the Wallis Islands 
and was taken to France and Rome via New Zealand and 
Australia. 
On January 19, 1942, at the U.S. Naval Station Tutuila, 
"information was received that a powerful task force was 
closing in. 'Condition Red' sounded, and the 7th Defense 
Battalion girded itself to resist an amphibious assault. 
Word soon spread that these ships were part of a convoy 
bringing reinforcements. Later in the day, a flight of planes 
launched from the carrier Wasp roared over the island, and 
a float plane from one of the cruisers landed in Pago Pago 
Harbor."  
On January 19, 1942, the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise's 
task force, commanded by Vice Admiral William Frederick 
Halsey, Jr., joined the escort forces (USS Yorktown and 
Task Force 17) for the 2nd Marine Brigade, en route to 
Tutuila.  
On January 19, 2006, His Eminence Cardinal Pio 
Taofinu’u, S.M., D.D. died peacefully at his home in 
Vailele, (Western) Samoa. In 1967, he became the first 
Polynesian bishop. On February 11, 1968, he was 
appointed to the See of Apia, and was consecrated and 
installed as Bishop of Samoa and Tokelau at Moamoa, 
(Western) Samoa on May 29 of that year. He was elevated 
to the College of Cardinals by His Holiness, Pope Paul VI 
in the Consistory of March 5, 1973. On November 3, 
1982, the Holy See announced the creation of the new 
Diocese of Samoa-Pago Pago and the Archdiocese of 
Samoa-Apia and Tokelau, with Cardinal Pio as its first 
Archbishop and Metropolitan Archbishop of the Church 
Province of Samoa. 
On January 20, 1985, at Stanford Stadium in Stanford, 
California, San Francisco 49ers nose tackle Manu 
Tuiasosopo of Long Beach, California (No. 78; born 
August 30, 1957; attended UCLA) became the second 
Samoan member of a Super Bowl team, and the first 
Samoan to play in a Super Bowl (XIX). Final score: San 
Francisco 49ers 38, Miami Dolphins 16.  
On January 22, 1989, in Super Bowl XXIII at Joe Robbie 
Stadium in Miami, Florida, San Francisco 49ers left guard 
Jesse Sapolu of Honolulu, Hawaii (No. 61; born March 10, 
1961; attended the University of Hawaii) became the 
fourth Samoan member of a Super Bowl team, and the 
third Samoan to play in a Super Bowl. Final score: San 
Francisco 49ers 20, Cincinnati Bengals 16. 
On January 23, 1918, the New Government High School 
(later named the "Poyer School") was dedicated in Anua, 
American Samoa; its total cost was $25,000. The principal 
was Mr. David Dykstra; his staff included Fa'atoia Tufele 
and Nelson Uaine, who had been educated at the Hilo 
Boarding School. 
On January 25, 1998, in Super Bowl XXXIII, Denver 
Broncos' defensive tackle Ma'a Junior Tanuvasa became 
the ninth Samoan member of a Super Bowl team, and the 
tenth Samoan to play in a Super Bowl, as the Broncos 
defeated the Green Bay Packers, 31-24.  
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EMS worked overtime during holidays, 
handling over 300 emergency calls 

     Approximately 322 emergency calls were handled by the men and 
women of the LBJ’s Emergency Medical Services (EMS) during holiday 
enforcement which concluded on Sunday, January 6.  
     After being on strict detail and not being able to take leave during 
the busy holiday season, EMS employees can now return to their regular 
work schedules. According to a release from the EMS office, leave 
requests during the holiday enforcement period was prohibited until 
emergency medical services were successfully secured. 
     EMS Chief Galumalemana Fuapopo Avegalio reported that the 322 
emergency calls averaged out to at least one emergency response an 
hour for every hour in a 24-hour period from the beginning of 
enforcement on Dec. 23, 2007 until Jan. 6, 2008 when enforcement 
work concluded. 
     Out of the 322 cases, 41 were admitted to the hospital, 25 were 
classified as assaults, 21 remained in police custody, 32 were alcohol 
related, and two were DOAs (dead on arrival). 
     According to Galumalemana, one of the assault cases resulted in a 
fatality. 
     He added that there were 5 victims transported to the LBJ Hospital’s 
Emergency Room for near drowning, and there was one medical 
evacuation by sea via the MV Sili from Ofu, Manu’a. 
     With the holiday season enforcement now over, EMS is now 
planning their belated holiday activities set to be held sometime later 
this month. 
     Galumalemana commends his staff for their unwavering 
commitment to duty as they again successfully secure another holiday 
enforcement. 
     EMS Medical Director Dr. Iotamo Saleapaga echoed the same thing, 
tipping his hat off to the men and women of the EMS for their 
dedication and service to the territory’s people all year round, especially 
during the holiday season.   

Acting Governor Ipulasi appoints Gaea 
Perefoti Failautusi as acting ASG Treasurer 

     Gaea Perefoti Failautusi has been appointed by Acting Governor 
Ipulasi Aitofele Sunia as acting Treasurer for the American Samoa 
Government. 
     (Former ASG Treasurer Velega Savali’s employment was terminated 
by Governor Togiola Tulafono last week. Velega became Treasurer after 
Governor Togiola Tulafono’s initial selection, Francis Leasiolagi, was 
rejected by the Fono). 
     Through a general memorandum distributed to ASG departments 
and agencies announcing the appointment, Ipulasi wrote, “I have the 
utmost confidence in the abilities of Mr. Failautusi and request that you 
extend to him your fullest support and cooperation.” 
     Several local residents who spoke to the Tapuitea after hearing the 
news of Failautusi’s appointment said that they are satisfied with the 
selection. 
     Failautusi is a former employee of the Treasury Department. 
     His appointment is yet to be submitted to the local Legislature for 
confirmation. 



Manu’a Islands receive emergency shipment of medication 
thanks to the Department Of Health 

 
The Department of Health has shipped off to the Manu’a Islands an emergency shipment of much needed medication. 
DOH medical director Dr. Ivan Tuliau reports that an emergency order for Tylenol and antibiotics was sent to the 
Ta’u Dispensary on Monday while the Ofu Dispensary got its shipment yesterday. 
 
According to Tuliau, the people of Manu’a had to go without medication for the past two weeks and a shipment to the 
Islands could not be made earlier due to bad weather conditions.  
 
He added that the emergency shipment should hold the people over until the regular order of medication arrives 
sometime in the next several days. 
 
Tuliau says that while the shortage of medication to the Manu’a Islands is not a new thing, DOH continues to do what 
it can to ensure that the medical needs of the people there are met by sending medication when they can, and offering 
free medical and dental services for everyone from infants and children to adults and the elderly. 
 
In addition, medical evacuation services to the LBJ Medical Center are also available and coordinated by DOH for 
patients who may need further medical attention. 
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Amerika Samoa Humanities Council looking  
for board membership nominations 

 
The Amerika Samoa Humanities Council has issued a public notice calling for nominations to their board 
membership. The ASHC board consists of 11 volunteer academic members and members from the public at large.  
      
Currently, the board is looking for two new members – one academic and one public, preferably a member of the 
business community. Nomination submissions must include the nominees name, address, occupation, phone number, 
and a brief summary of why the person would make an excellent Council member.  
      
Once selected, board members will serve three year terms that will begin February 2008. Members attend four 
meetings a year, evaluate re-grant proposals, and serve on committees that determine policies and programs for 
ASHC’s nation-wide operations. 
      
Everyone is invited to submit names for consideration, and potential board members should be interested in the 
humanities, dedicated to public service, and committed to increasing educational and cultural enrichment 
opportunities for American Samoa citizens and society as a whole. 
      
The deadline for nominations is Tuesday, January 22, 2008 and completed forms should be submitted personally to 
the ASHC Office at the Lumana’i Building in Fagatogo or via fax at 633-4873.  Successful candidates will be notified 
in February. 
      
The Amerika Samoa Humanities Council is an independent, non-profit affiliate of the National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH). The ASHC is supported by the NEH and private contributions. Their programs, which include 
grants for non-profit organizations, are intended to foster greater understanding of humanities in those fields of study 
like history, literature, philosophy, ethics, comparative religion, language, jurisprudence, art history criticism, 
archaeology, history philosophy, and aspects of the social sciences which employ a philosophical or historical, rather 
than a quantitative approach. 
      
Call 633-4870/4871 for more information. 
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DPW Deputy Director Faleosina 
Faiai-Voight is now a Professional 

Engineer (PE) and a registered 
engineer in the state of Hawai 

Public Works Deputy Director Faleosina Faiai-Voigt 
certified as professional engineer 

     After over 15 years of tireless efforts to obtain and secure the services of a 
professional engineer (PE) to be staffed full-time at the Department of Public 
Works, DPW director Taeaotui Punaofo Tilei is proud to announce that the 
department’s deputy director, Faleosina Faiai-Voigt has recently passed her PE 
licensing test. 
     “This is a dream come true for Public Works,” Taeaotui said. “We’ve been trying 
endlessly for over 15 years to recruit a PE from off island but nobody has agreed to 
work for a salary less than $100,000 annually.” 
     Faiai-Voigt, who oversees DPW’s Civil Highway Division, hails from Tafuna and 
is the daughter of Paepae and Faleosina Faiai of Utumea West, in the Nua/Seetaga 
area. 
     To date, less than a handful of Samoans, especially women, are known to have 
obtained their PE license.  
     With her PE license in hand, Faiai-Voigt can now sign off on federal funding 
requirements that include scope of work and plans for projects carried out by Public 
Works and the American Samoa Government.  
     In previous years, signatures for federally funded projects, which come with strict 
guidelines, had to be sent off island for a PE signature. This process cost the local 
government thousands of dollars as contractors wouldn’t hesitate to implement 
charges for such services. 
     According to Faiai-Voigt, the road leading to her biggest achievement in life so 
far was not an easy one, as she had to literally isolate herself completely by traveling 
to Hawaii for three months to take the refresher course and study for the big test. 
     To be eligible to sit the test, an engineer must first sit and pass the Fundamentals 
of Engineering (FE) - which Faiai-Voigt passed in 1995 - followed by four years of 
work experience. 
     Faiai-Voigt is now a registered engineer in Hawaii. 

     Currently, there is no local engineering board, something that Faiai-Voigt said she would like to see.  
     Faiai-Voigt graduated from Leone High School in 1986 and later achieved her associate’s degree from the American Samoa 
Community College in 1988. Three years later in 1991, Faiai-Voigt graduated with her BS in engineering from Idaho State 
University. That same year, she found employment as an engineer for Public Works where she works to this day. 
     A PE license is equivalent to a number cruncher achieving CPA status, a lawyer passing the bar exam, or a doctor passing the 
licensing exam. 
     Having a local PE on board is a great benefit, as the Department of Interior, which pours in millions of dollars in grant 
funding to American Samoa, requires a registered engineer to sign off on critical and necessary paperwork. 
     A lot of projects for Public Works’ Architectural and Engineering (A&E) Division as well as road projects require the 
signature of a registered engineer and before Faiai-Voigt obtained her PE license, Public Works had no choice but to hire off-
island consulting firms that employ at least one PE. 
     Faiai-Voigt wishes to thank Governor Togiola Tulafono and DPW director Taeaotui Punaofo Tilei for “the opportunity and 
their support.” She added, “I am grateful that there are programs available to us so we can achieve.” 
     Currently, there is a scholarship program where local engineers employed by the ASG can obtain their masters degree. In the 
next 2-3 years, Faiai-Voigt said that eligibility to take the PE will require interested engineers to have a master’s degree, in addition 
to the already existing requirements. This, however, does not apply to Faiai-Voigt and other engineers who will sit and pass the 
PE license test from now until then. 
     “This new requirement goes hand in hand with the Governor’s scholarship program for local engineers,” Faiai-Voigt said. 
     Currently, there are three other Public Works’ engineers who have passed the initial FE test and gained the required four years 
work experience, making them eligible to take the PE licensing test. They are Alvina Lutu, Ruben Siatu’u, and Fa’alava’i Ta’ase. 
     American Samoa’s newest PE, a former Miss American Samoa, is married to Abraham Voigt and they have five children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SHARE IMPORTANT INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES 
with your ASG workforce as well as the citizens of American Samoa. Email your articles, announcements, pictures or other information  

to:   Harry Stevens (harry.stevens@americansamoa.gov  or Tialuga Vince Iuli (vince.iuli@americansamoa.gov) 



     If you’re wondering what the LBJ Medical Center did with the $1.7 million that was appropriated to them by the 
Fono and later approved by Governor Togiola Tulafono last year, look no further than inside the hospital itself. 
     Recently, members of the Fono’s lower chamber were able to witness for themselves, the new shipment of 
modern patient care furniture that was purchase with the money when LBJ’s Chief Executive Office Patricia Tindall 
took them on a tour of the wards that have been equipped with the new furniture. 
     The shipment includes 64 state-of-the-art electronic beds, 55 over-the-bed food tables, and 50 bedside cabinets.  
     The surgical ward, with a capacity of 28, got a huge makeover with the installation of all new beds, over-the-bed 
tables, and bedside cabinets, giving it the look and feel of a stateside hospital ward. 
     Other wards expected to get a share of the new furniture include the medical ward, intensive care unit (ICU), and 
the pediatric ward which will also see the addition of new baby cribs for newborns. 
     Hospital personnel have been trained on how to properly use and repair the new beds, in addition to operating 
them to assist the patients who will utilize them. 
     Reportedly, one furniture set, which includes a bed, bedside cabinet, and over-the-bed table, costs an estimated 
$5,000.   The $1.7-million-dollar appropriation used to purchase the new furniture is a portion of the $10-million-
dollar LBJ loan of 2006.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lt. Governor Ipulasi dedicates new building for Samoana High School
      
     The fifth school building to be dedicated during the current school year was dedicated today in a brief ceremony 
led by Lt. Governor Ipulasi Aitofele Sunia. 
     The new building is a two-story 28’x153’ structure located on the mountain side of the campus that will house 9 
classrooms, a pair of offices, 2 bathrooms, and a teacher’s lounge. 
      “On behalf of Governor Togiola Tulafono, who is resting well at the hospital, I wish to express my sincere thanks 
to all the people who played a role in bringing this new building to life,” said the    Lt. Governor. He thanked Director 
of Education Dr. Claire Poumele and the Department of Education, House Representatives Fiasili Haleck, Tali Ma’ae 
and Leapai Sipa Anoa’i, Samoana High School Parent/Teacher Association members and president Henry Sesepasara, 
all the parents and students of Samoana High School.  
     “I thank you for all of your contributions and encouragement which made this building a reality,” Ipulasi added. 
     The Lt. Governor also expressed his gratitude to Public Works director Taeaotui Punaofo Tilei and his department, 
and contractor Mr. Rector Ibanez, his company and staff for carrying out the work and successfully completing the 
project. 
     Ipulasi congratulated school Principal Enesi Enesi, the school administration, faculty, staff, and all the students and 
said, “You have definitely added fanfare to this dedication ceremony with the inclusion of the beautiful voices of your 
swing choir and the Samoana marching band.” 
     Ipulasi described the occasion as “another exciting day for our school system,” and added, “It’s a spectacular and 
beautiful facility for Samoana. It’s a wonderful feeling knowing that you, students, have new classrooms to use and 
now it is up to you to take care of it and make it last for future generations.” 
     Several Samoana High School students and teachers who spoke to the Tapuitea shared the Lt. Governor’s 
excitement and collectively expressed their gratitude to the Administration, the DOE, the PTA and everyone who 
helped out in any way to make the new building a reality. 
     Ipulasi addressed the students of Samoana and said, “If you use it right, be proud of it and take care of it, be 
prudent in its use and, God willing, your children will also have the opportunity to use the classrooms in this building. 
Every building has a story, and it is you students of Samoana, by using it and having it serve your needs, that will tell 
the memorable story in the future about that great day on January 15, 2008 when we dedicated this building.” 
     Ipulasi concluded, “Be grateful for this place of learning. You may not know it today, but you will in the future. 
Thank you, again. Congratulations. Good Luck and may God bless you!”
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LBJ gets new furniture,
 thanks to funds approved by Governor Togiola and the Fono 



DPS Marine Patrol 
Division will issue 
citations for non-
registered vessels 

 
Attention all boat owners: The 
Marine Patrol Division of the 
Department of Public Safety will 
be issuing citations for vessels that 
are not registered for 2008. 
Registration for last year expired 
in December 2007. 
 
Vessel registrations and renewals 
are required annually under local 
law.   
 
Registration began on January 1 
and will conclude on Thursday, 
January 31, 2008. 
 
Any and all registrations made 
after that date will be subjected to 
a late fee. Furthermore, vessels 
that are not registered by the end 
of February 2008 will not have to 
pay the late fee but instead, will be 
slapped with a citation. 
 
According to a public notice 
issued by the Marine Patrol Office 
and signed by Commander LT 
Parauni Fa’aua’a, “After February 
28, 2008, the registration and 
registration renewal requirement 
of the law will be enforced.” 
 
The Marine Patrol Division will 
provide the appropriate forms 
necessary for boats that are not in 
operation. Boat owners are also 
encouraged to inform the Marine 
Patrol Division concerning any 
alterations, reconstruction work, 
or any other changes made to the 
vessel(s) being registered. 
 
All questions, concerns, and 
comments can be directed to the 
Marine Patrol office, located at 
the Fire Department building in 
Fagatogo. Otherwise, they can be 
contacted at 633-2004/1695 or 
733-5845.
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Marist St. Joseph Old Pupils 
Association holds prayer 
service for Gov. Togiola 

      
The Old Pupils Association of Marist St. Joseph held a 
special prayer service for Governor Togiola Tulafono 
who was medically evacuated and remains in guarded 
condition at the Tripler US Army Medical Center in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 
     The prayer service, filled with a lot of emotion and 
some tears, was held during lunchtime at the St. Joseph 
the Worker Catholic Parish in Fagatogo and led by Rev. 
Father Falaniko Atonio. 
     Government officials in attendance included 
Attorney General Fepulea’i Arthur Ripley, his wife 
Marie Ripley who heads the Office of Motor Vehicles 
for the Department of Public Safety, Public Works 
director Taeaotui Punaofo Tilei, and chief counsel and 
director of the Legislative Reference Bureau Nathaniel 
Savali. 
     Togiola’s sisters Teleise Young and Lemoelefili 
Tinoisamoa were also in attendance, along with his 
niece Silika Solofa, husband Joe, and close to 60 other 
local residents.  
     Other supporters and friends of the Governor who 
heard about the prayer service after the fact were 
disappointed that they couldn’t make it, saying that they 
were not aware. The prayer service was not highly 
publicized and therefore, not everybody knew about it. 
     “I wish someone would have said something about 
it,” said a local businesswoman. “There are a lot of us 
who wished we could have been present for the prayer 
service however, we were not informed.” 
     Togiola was medevaced last week following a 
second surgery at the LBJ Medical Center in Fagaalu. 
The Governor was admitted to the LBJ hospital earlier 
this month after complaining of stomach pains. He is 
reportedly recovering well but remains hospitalized for 
observation in the Aloha State. 
     The Marist St. Joseph Old Pupils Association is 
popular for hosting the monthly Toa-o-Samoa prayer 
services held in different churches across the territory. 
The services are for everyone to come together and 
pray for the safety of our Samoan soldiers in the 
military, particularly those serving in war zones across 
the globe. 
     Governor Togiola is a regular speaker at the Toa-o-
Samoa services and is one of its strongest supporters.  
     It is not known when the Governor will return to 
the Territory but several people who spoke to the 
Tapuitea said, “We wish him the best. We are praying 
for a speedy recovery, as well as comfort for the First 
Lady and their children.” 
 

Nearly $350K of 
ASG’s $20-

million-dollar 
loan already 
disbursed 

 
Approximately $349,500 of 
the American Samoa 
Government’s $20 million 
dollar loan from the ASG 
Employees’ Retirement 
Fund has been disbursed, 
with the Pacific Arts 
Festival organizing 
committee getting $200,000 
while $149,500 has been 
paid out as a first 
installment for the KVZK-
TV antenna. 
      
The loan money is not 
being invested off island, as 
most people assumed. 
Instead, according to 
Budget director Magalei 
Logovi’i’s testimony before 
the House of 
Representatives yesterday, 
the money is currently in an 
interest bearing account at 
the Bank of Hawaii.  
      
So far, Magalei testified, the 
loan has earned an interest 
of $45,000. 
      
Deputy Treasurer 
Uelinitone Tonumaipea, 
who was also seated at the 
witness table during 
yesterday’s hearing, testified 
that an attempt was made 
to invest the loan funds off 
island but that didn’t 
happen.  
      
More than 75% of the loan 
money is spoken for, in the 
form of nine “priority 
projects” proposed by 
Governor Togiola which 
amount to more than $15 
million.  (continued on page 8) 
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ASG’s Loan  (from page 7) 
The remaining funds, a little more than $4 million, are yet to be allocated but may be used to fund other projects that were 
listed for funding in the law that created the loan but were not included in the list of priority projects. They include an 
extension to the Tax Office at the EOB, library extension, roof work for the EOB, Immigration Office building, 
Procurement Office warehouse, Fagaalu village shoreline, Port office/Fire Department buildings, the customs bond 
warehouse, and an animal pound and veterinary clinic. 
 
Two of the nine priority projects were not included in the language of the law that resulted in the loan being approved. 
The two projects in question are the fiber optic cable, calling for $3 million, and the proposed $500,000 to maintain and 
improve student services for the Governor H. Rex Lee Auditorium. 
 
The Fono’s legal team is expected to determine whether or not it is necessary to amend the law to include the two projects, 
which is a concern that was voiced by several faipule. 
  
The loan is expected to be repaid with a percentage of the money collected from excise taxes imposed on beer and malt, 
alcoholic beverages, tobacco products, and all revenue collected from the Customs Declaration Forms Process Fee. 
 
Once the loan is fully repaid, this provision of the law will be repealed.


